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Parents United for Public Schools has created the following questionnaire to 
help parents, students and other community members understand how 

candidates for the OUSD Board of Education intend to represent our public 
school communities, if elected. Completed questionnaires will be published 
on our website and made publicly available in other ways as a resource for 

our communities. 
 

 

Survey Questions: 
 

1. CLASS SIZE MATTERS: Class sizes throughout OUSD are, overall, 
too large. Research shows that teachers and students need small class 
sizes to increase both teacher retention and student achievement. Instead 
of budgeting to decrease class sizes, OUSD throws hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to no-bid contracts, creates new six-figure central 
office positions, and gives raises to top administrators.  As a school board 
member, will you prioritize spending less on upper-level administration 
salaries and outside consultants, and instead push that money to school 
sites to support interventions that directly benefit students, including 
reducing class sizes? 

 
Yes. 

 
Please elaborate: 
 

I will balance the need to maintain reduced class sizes, which are 
strongly correlated with both teacher retention and student 
achievement, by “chopping from the top,” finding new school revenues, 
actively supporting progressive taxation measures, avoiding needless 
outside consulting costs, and forming community partnerships.  I would 
prioritize spending on bringing back libraries, coaches, languages, arts, 

email: OUSDParentsUnited@gmail.com 
www.OUSDParentsUnited.wordpress.com 

https://www.facebook.com/OUSDparentsunited/ 
twitter: @ParentsUniteOak 

https://ousdparentsunited.wordpress.com/
http://www.classsizematters.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/CSR-national-fact-sheet1.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/OUSDparentsunited/
https://www.facebook.com/OUSDparentsunited/


Parents United for Public Schools 

and civics, which will admittedly require spending more money in the 
classroom.  My number one focus will be to look at all administrative 
costs, especially upper-level administration salaries, included in school 
spending percentages and I will try to find ways to cut them, while at 
the same time preserving the essential services performed by classified 
employees in classrooms, administration, maintenance, and security.  

 
 

 
2.     RELATIVE ROLES OF SCHOOL BOARD AND SUPERINTENDENT: It 
is the responsibility of the Board of Education to make policy and the 
Superintendent to implement that policy. What is your understanding of the 
role of the Board of Education and its relationship to the OUSD 
Superintendent, and how can this relationship be a barrier to, or catalyst for, 
improved educational outcomes for Oakland students?  

Please explain:  
 

         Regarding the respective roles of the school board and the 
superintendent, the board’s agenda should be drafted and decided 
upon by the effort of only the board members.  It is not the 
responsibility of the superintendent to draft the board’s agenda or to 
prepare the agenda with the school board president.  In my view, 
having a superintendent, who is a board employee, involved in writing 
the agenda, which is the current process, constitutes blurring the lines 
of authority.  
        Moreover, the agenda is often absorbed with many issues that are 
essentially “busy work” that needlessly take up the board members’ 
time.  Somehow at the board meetings, there is never time for 
oversight, never time for review, and little, if any, a public debate of 
important issues, such as directly addressing the constant loss of 
teachers, the overwhelming dropout rate, the low graduation rate, and 
the high disparity of results between low income black and brown youth 
and children of more affluent, usually white, middle class parents. 
        Oversight questions and concerns are crucial.  A normal review 
process by a board should include an in-depth look at each and every 
department on a regular basis.  The board should hold regular review 
hearings where input is gathered from outside observers, the concerns 
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of parents are taken into account, and teachers and others are listened 
to (confidentially if need be).  Review hearings would throw light on 
what was being accomplished, how the money was being spent, and 
what remained to be done. 
 
 
 

                                                                                    
3.     INVEST IN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS:  Over the last fifteen years, the 
OUSD Board of Education has attempted to address issues of school quality 
by drastically increasing the number of privately-operated charter schools, 
which now account for 27% of schools in Oakland.  However, the Alameda 
County grand jury recently found that Oakland’s charter schools are not 
outperforming their public school counterparts, as promised. Charter schools 
aren’t improving school quality in Oakland (or other cities), but research 
demonstrates that community schools are.  Will you work and vote to shift 
OUSD’s school improvement strategy from further charter proliferation to a 
true community schools model? 
 

YES. 
 

Please elaborate:  
 

        As an Oakland Justice Coalition-endorsed candidate, I have 
pledged my support to a moratorium on new charter schools.  Oakland 
already has too many charters and the ones in existence, as pointed 
out in the recent findings of the Alameda County Grand Jury, need to 
be held accountable to the citizen taxpayers whose taxes finance these 
schools.  To have my vote for their possible renewal, the existing 
charters must first have been placed under the close supervision of the 
city’s Office of Charter Schools and they must have demonstrated their 
active assistance in enrolling all students, in taking care of a share of 
the neediest students, namely, the special education students, and in 
helping in the recovery of truants and drop-outs. 
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4.     IMPROVING OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS: Identify two or three 
specific changes that you would advocate for to improve outcomes for 
students, particularly students of color and those from low-income families. 

 
Please explain: 
 
             First and foremost, would be to get the majority of Oakland’s 
eligible students to actually finish high school – a change that would 
rectify the current situation where most do not.  We are distracted from 
this overwhelming fact by our discussions of standardized test scores 
and rating competition between schools.  This unacceptable number, 
the failure rate, belongs to us all and it is 100 percent the responsibility 
of the OUSD board to fix it.  I would support declaring a special urgent 
timeframe, something like an emergency period, in which to divert 
resources to truancy and retention until we have made a major change.  
           Another specific change would be to restore a sense of unity, 
trust, and optimism among teachers, parents, and students.  Nothing 
can be achieved without hope and confidence.  Parents must be able 
to trust the schools to really provide a good education and school 
experience for all the students.  There is a big fear that students who 
do not have a parent advocating for them will fall between the cracks 
and that only large problems will be dealt with.   Students, especially 
black and brown students, do not trust the schools to really care about 
them. They see, at first hand, the irrelevance of career-based 
decisions, the neglect of school services, and the avoidance of 
responsibility. Students know how schools in the suburbs look like and 
they get an ugly message that quality schools and facilities are not 
going to be provided for them.   Few teachers, parents or students 
have not experienced some form of disappointing administration of the 
schools, whether in assignments, work roles, providing support from IT 
to repairing toilets or something as simple as losing a registration form 
once it has been handed in.  One of the ways that we could restore 
trust and build community is through the site councils.  In practice, 
many schools need to have site council elections that are more 
representative of the parents and more independent of the principals. 
The duty of the OUSD board should be to take the lead in holding and 
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monitoring site council elections and serve as a conduit for site 
councils to have their concerns truly heard.  
          Another beneficial change would consist of recreating “Whole,” 
“Healthy,” and “Neighborhood” schools”:  We need to bring back 
“Whole Schools” with art, foreign languages, civics, music, shop and 
sports at all the city’s schools; “Healthy Schools” with organically grown 
food in school campus gardens, health education classes, and staff 
school nurses; and “Neighborhood Schools” that serve as an anchors 
for communities with adult education classes, after-school clubs, civic 
center activities, and public-use auditoriums.  The public schools 
should play an active role in helping low-income families make their 
way out of poverty.  Working parents need to know where their children 
are at a certain time of the school day from Monday through Friday.  
After-school programs would provide an additional advantage for 
working families because the school grounds would occupy their 
children with various activities supervised with adults from the local 
neighborhood who would be accountable for knowing where their 
children were.  After-school programs could include cooking classes, 
karate, T-Ball, basketball, tutoring programs, music lessons, art 
projects, and many other actives that all students could enjoy for free 
at the play centers, gymnasiums, or in empty classrooms.  After-school 
programs not only would help working parents know where their 
children were at all times of the working day, but also improve and 
foster their children's physical health and intellectual development, and 
play a positive role in keeping students in school. 

 
 
 
 
5. END THE SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE: The school-to-prison 
pipeline is real. We need to keep our students in their classrooms by 
investing in community schools, increasing school site counselors, 
strengthening culturally-relevant community partnerships, and increasing 
teacher supports. We need to remove police from our public school 
campuses, and institutionalize restorative justice practices at every  school 
site. Will you commit to providing restorative justice counselors at every 
school and working toward a decreased police presence on our campuses?  
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Yes.  
 

Please elaborate: 
 
         The school-to-prison pipeline is two overlapping problems: (1) the 
escalation of school discipline issues to criminal justice issues that 
feeds students directly into this vicious circle; and (2) a lack of 
opportunity that comes from having a substandard and/or incomplete 
education.  As one of the founding members of the Police 
Accountability Coalition, both as an individual and as a member of 
supporting groups, including the Oakland Justice Coalition, PUEBLO, 
and the Green Party of Alameda County, I am a long-time supporter of 
police accountability and an advocate of restorative justice programs. 
Oakland has admittedly made some headway using restorative justice 
in order to avoid disciplinary problems resulting in detentions and 
expulsions or referral of discipline troubles to the police.  But more can 
be done. A closer look at practical restorative justice family-group 
conference meetings, for example, might help us take the process a 
step further.  In many ways, extracurricular activities, non “core” 
electives and special projects have been most effective in keeping 
students in school and improving their academic achievements.  The 
activities that enrich the school day and enhance the school community 
certainly serve to keep more kids in school than high test scores.   
 

 
 
6. AUTHENTICALLY ENGAGE WITH AND SUPPORT SPECIAL 
EDUCATION FAMILIES: Over the past few months of the school year, the 
District has begun a process to completely overhaul the Special Education 
(“SPED”) department, which has resulted in students being moved to new 
schools without notice and programs being consolidated or removed without 
discussion. It has also led to Special Ed parents to say OUSD is breaking 
federal law. This process has felt neither fair, clear, nor inclusive to the 
people who know best what the Special Education program’s needs are: 
SPED families and staff. Will you work to ensure that special education 
families, teachers and other staff are included in SPED planning going 
forward, and specifically integrate the Community Advisory Committee for 
SPED into the budgeting and programmatic decision making of the district? 
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YES. 

 
Please elaborate:  

 
     It is imperative that families of children in the special education 
system be actively and consistently involved in the planning, program 
development and evaluation of all phases of special education 
services.  I thus agree with the spirit of letter sent by the Community 
Advisory Committee (CAC) this past spring to the OUSD board that 
asked for an affirmation of the school board’s commitment to 
“community engagement,” namely, to SPED families and staff, for 
“shared decision making” and pointed out that the scholarly literature 
has documented that “specialized settings and learning experiences,” 
rather than random immersion in regular classes, are “essential for 
many special ed students.”  An additional obligation, that comes to my 
mind, is that the board owes to the CAC is to make sure that the 
charter schools perform their fair share of the special education 
services.  What comes to my heart, however, is a feeling of sadness 
over the disservice to the special ed students themselves – a damage 
to them that has resulted over the years from the board’s not including 
in SPED planning their parents and dedicated faculty who work with 
them.  

 
 

7.     ENROLLMENT REFORM, BUT NOT COMMON ENROLLMENT: 
OUSD’s current enrollment process is complicated, inaccessible, and lacks 
transparency and fairness for many Oakland families. The system needs 
meaningful change to make it simpler, more equitable and more accessible 
so that all parents have the ability to make sound choices for their children. 
 However, under the auspices of creating an enrollment system that justly 
serves all OUSD families, the District is proposing to add charter schools to 
our public enrollment system in a process called "Common Enrollment." 
OUSD claims it needs common enrollment to “level the playing field” but 
experts agree that common enrollment results in GREATER inequity as the 
equity gap widens in cities that have adopted common enrollment. Further, in 
cities like Newark, New Jersey, common enrollment has resulted in mass 
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confusion, public school closures, teacher layoffs and student displacement. 
As a school board member, will you support enrollment reform without 
including charter schools in the district enrollment process? 
 

Yes. 
 

Please elaborate: 
 

More is involved here than fixing the problems in the current 
enrollment software system and excluding charter schools from 
participation in the enrollment reform process.  The larger pressing 
reason for concern is the extent to which the wealthy investor-class of 
supporters of charter schools have introduced new varieties of 
confusion, inequity, and corruption into public education.  “Common 
Enrollment” exemplifies these disturbing and at times unforeseen 
conditions. 

 What is called “Common Enrollment” must not be confused with 
the English words “common” and “enrollment.”  Common Enrollment is 
more of a Policy and/or a brand name with a whopping price tag.  It 
also comes with a strange feature that attaches the charter schools to 
the OUSD-managed schools on an opt-in basis decided by the charter 
schools.  If this sounds a bit one-way in favor of the charter schools, it 
probably is, and entirely so if the charters do not have to pay for it.  
Some parents and teachers are understandably concerned that 
Common Enrollment is a way to make it easier for students to leave 
normal public schools and go to charters. 

Yet the idea that we make less of a mess of all this has its 
merits.  The late-minute changes during the first weeks of school are 
very destructive to getting the teacher-parent community off to a good 
start.  The idea that neither the public nor the charter schools should be 
trapping in any parents or making it hard to prefer a school of either 
types also has its merits.  But Common Enrollment is offering us 
“school choice” in lieu of “school improvement.” The idea that we shop 
for schools the way we pick out a restaurant has been taken too far. 
Why would parents, including myself, want to send their child to 
anywhere other than a local school that serves as an anchor for their 
entire neighborhood?  Trying to make sure local schools have what the 
parents and students are looking elsewhere to find would be a much 
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better problem to begin to fix.  Looking at all the options for running a 
school district enrollment process should include more than one group 
trying to make a sale.  There are other software packages out there.  I 
would like to see if there is not one that, besides not losing filed 
applications, also integrates keeping student, parent and volunteer 
records in a systematic way, maybe to the inclusion of using 
district-wide ID cards.   

          The glossy and expensive flyers that have already 
blanketed Oakland neighborhoods have camouflaged enrollment 
reform from being seen as it truly is:  basically a sales presentation 
printout of a slide show.  If there is a business proposal on the table, 
such as a proposed contract from the Common Enrollment promoters 
who will extract from us a guaranteed steady stream of taxpayer money 
to use their “algorithms,” it has not yet been attached to any “report” on 
the OUSD board meeting website. 

 A public consultation about what parents, teachers and 
administrators would like to see made as improvements in an 
enrollment system should be placed on the agenda of the OUSD 
board.  If we are going to have transparency, then this issue will have 
to be put on the agenda.  Maybe something will happen somewhere, 
but my son’s school has not sent me any invitation to anything such as 
this.  Nor does the board show any interest in learning what other 
school districts do, or how they do it while integrating with their general 
computer database systems.  And a discussion about why parents are 
not finding their neighborhood school good enough is also not yet 
squarely on the board’s agenda, unless I missed seeing it in some 
small print.  
 

 
 

8.    CHARTER ACCOUNTABILITY, NOT A CHARTER COMPACT: OUSD 
is proposing to reward charter schools with greater access to students, 
facilities and funding through a vehicle originally called the “District-Charter 
Compact” but which has recently been rebranded as an “Equity Pledge” to 
make it sound more palatable and distance it from the Gates Compact that 
inspired it. Like common enrollment, the Charter Compact is being drafted in 
closed meetings with hand-picked OUSD personnel and charter school 
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leaders and advocates. There are no OUSD teachers or parents meaningfully 
included in the process, and it is clear from the information that we do have 
that the Compact will not result in greater equity for students, but WILL 
ensure that charter schools have greater access to funding, to facilities and to 
students without greater accountability. Charter schools, by law, cannot be 
forced to participate, and the district will have no authority to hold them 
accountable if they fail to comply. As a school board member, will you 
oppose any “Equity Pledge” that hasn’t genuinely come from the community 
needs or demands and which gives away public school resources to charter 
schools without the necessary accountability measures?  

 
Yes.  

 
        Please elaborate:  
  

        I will not support an “equity pledge” agreement that is not able to 
hold the charter schools accountable for any failure on their part to: (1) 
guarantee that all schools in the OUSD have similar rules of 
governance and analogous policies for both measuring academic 
achievement and (2) support one another in the sharing of teaching 
methodologies and curriculum innovations designed to craft the best 
possible learning environment to fit the needs of all Oakland students. 
I will not vote to renew any charter school that fails to participate or 
does not comply.  The agreement must eliminate the current 
competitive advantages that charters have over the traditional schools, 
such as “counselling out,” dismissing students without due process, 
having greater access to funding opportunities, decreasing the number 
of teachers represented by labor unions, and acting in any manner 
whatsoever that is claimed to be justified by their not being required by 
law to honor their pledge.  Common sense rules of fairness based on 
morality dictate that the charters be held accountable to the citizens of 
Oakland.  
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9.     HOLD CHARTER SCHOOLS ACCOUNTABLE: The Alameda County 
grand jury recently found that even though charter schools have been sold to 
our communities as a fix for underperforming public schools, 62%, or 23 of 
the city's charter schools, scored below state test averages in math, and 
65%, 24 schools, scored below state test averages in English. While tests, 
obviously, do not provide a full picture of quality, it is clear that Oakland 
charters are not keeping the promise they have made to our communities.  
 
Further, the grand jury found that, even in the face of struggling schools, the 
District has not prioritized charter accountability; the OUSD Office of Charter 
Schools is understaffed and underfunded. In fact, the state provides a 
formula for District staffing levels that would require 13 full time employees 
for a District the size of Oakland’s, yet current staffing was only recently 
raised from five to six people. This is particularly troubling given the recent 
ACLU report which found that 12 of 37 charter schools in Oakland are 
advertising illegal and unconstitutional exclusionary practices on their 
websites which could and should have been discovered by our Office of 
Charter Schools. 
 
As a member of the Board of Education, will you commit to fully-funding and 
staffing the charter school office with independent staff who do not have ties 
to the charter industry, and who have the training and experience to truly hold 
OUSD-authorized charter schools accountable?  
 

Yes. 
 
Please elaborate:   
  

         My campaign is centered on the slogan that “Accountability 
Matters.”  As a candidate for the school board I am pledged to be 
among those fully committed to staffing the Charter School Office with 
competent and knowledgeable personal who are independent of and 
opposed to the corporate movement to privatize the public schools.  I 
will not be a member of the school board who will sacrifice the peoples’ 
interests for some backroom pro-corporate deal or ignore the 
exclusionary practices of the charters that violate the rule, as 
expressed by Justinian, of “doing to all others as we would desire them 
to do to ourselves.” 
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10.     MORATORIUM ON NEW CHARTER SCHOOLS: The national 
NAACP,  The Movement for Black Lives and Journey4Justice have all called 
for a national moratorium on charter schools, citing increased segregation in 
schools, disproportionate and differential use of punitive, exclusionary 
disciplinary practices and a 2014 NAACP Resolution finding that school 
privatization is a threat to public education. In addition, the Alameda Grand 
Jury report found that OUSD has “no plan in place” to manage the 
“proliferation of charter schools.”  As a member of the School Board, will you 
support a moratorium on new charter schools in California? 
 

YES.  
 

Please elaborate:  
 

As an Oakland Justice Coalition-endorsed candidate, I am pledged and 
committed to support a moratorium on new charter schools in 
California.  I am further pledged to work for and vote for changing 
OUSD’s school improvement strategy away from increasing the 
number of charter schools to a plan that would recreate a model of 
whole, healthy and neighborhood traditional schools – schools with art, 
foreign languages, civics, music, shop and sports, with organically 
grown food in school campus gardens, health education classes, and 
staff school nurses, and with adult education classes, after-school 
clubs, civic center activities, and public-use auditoriums.  I fully agree 
that school privatization poses a threat to the great American 
institution, as championed by Horace Mann in the era of nineteenth 
century antebellum reform, of genuinely free, tax-supported, 
citizen-controlled public schools for all the nation’s students.  
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11.     REFUSE TO ACCEPT MONEY FROM CHARTER INTERESTS: In 
recent years, Oakland has seen an unprecedented influx of spending in 
school board races from charter school lobbyists and organizations which 
have supported the proliferation of charter schools in our district, to the 
detriment of our public schools.   
 

Specifically: 
 

● In 2012 and 2014, Great Oakland Public Schools (GO) – 
through their PAC, “Families and Educators for Public 
Education” – raised hundreds of thousands of dollars, mostly 
from private multi-millionaires – to elect the majority of our 
existing school board members, who have then supported 
policies that have weakened our public schools through the 
expansion of privately-managed charter schools in Oakland.  

● In 2012, the Director of GO said it would do “whatever it takes” 
to get school board members elected, stating they control a 
$600 million budget.  

● In 2012, GO’s PAC received $50,000 from the California 
Charter School Association (CCSA), the lobbying arm of 
California’s charter school industry.  

● CCSA recently sued OUSD demanding, among other things, 
that Oakland close existing public schools to make room for 
more charter schools. 

● Another major donor to GO’s PAC in 2012 was Gary Rogers, 
of the Rogers Family Foundation, which states as a major goal 
“…expanding and growing ... charter schools….” 

● Other historic funders of GO include the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, The Walton Family Foundation (the WalMart 
family) and the New Schools Venture Fund, which provides 
venture capital start-up money for charter schools. 

 
Will you commit to refuse campaign contributions from GO Advocates, 
Families & Educators for Public Education PAC, the California Charter 
School Association, Parent Teacher Alliance, EdVoice, Oakland Families for 
Quality Schools affiliates, charter school operators, or other organizations or 
individuals which have an agenda of charter proliferation? 
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Parents United for Public Schools 

YES.  
 

Please elaborate:  
 
             As a Green Party of Alameda County-endorsed candidate for 
the OUSD board, I am pledged on principle not to take any campaign 
contributions from corporate interests.  As a Green Party activist for 
decades, I have fought against the court rulings that have undermined 
representative democracy and obliterated a century of campaign 
finance laws.  If I am elected to the school board, I will advocate putting 
on the board’s agenda the issue of the current unprecedented spending 
in school board races from charter school lobbyists, often through super 
PACs and shadowy nonprofits, who have supported the proliferation of 
charter schools in Oakland. 
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